
Each year, more than a million 
high school students head off to 
college.  They all have bright hopes 
and dreams about what their future 
will bring:  New friends they will 
make, what they will study, and 
what they will do later in life. 

A Successful College Pathway

The Bright Dream Of 
College

“Retention Rate only refers to how 
many students return for their second 
year, not to how many graduate.” 

 -U.S. Department of Education

Not All Students      
Will Have A Positive 

Experience

“Middle class students choose a 
college based on name and 

reputation, where other students 
chose based on distance or cost”
-UCLA, The American Freshman Report, 

2016

While many students are suc-
cessful in college, not all are 
happy with their decisions.  Or, 
while they may love their school, 
they may not be succeeding 
academically.  Even the brightest 
high school students can end up 
having trouble in college for one 
reason or another.

Students take their first steps as 
adults, chart their own path, and 
become independent for the first 
time in their lives.  But sometimes 
the path they navigate becomes 
unclear, or doesn’t work out.



When Things Don’t Work

Even The Brightest 
High School Students 

Can Struggle In College

“Only 34% of students complete a 
bachelor’s degree in four years, 
and only 52% finish after six”

-U.S. Department of Education, Condition of 
Education 2017

You’re Not Alone

“Hi Jeff, I'm sophomore at Hobart and 
William Smith Colleges in Geneva, NY. I 
had a terrible second semester, now my 
school wants me to take two semesters 
off.  I know this is something I will regret 
for the rest of my life.  Since I got home 
for break my dad has barely said 
anything to me and I am scared to talk to 
him.  AlI I really want is to make my 
parents proud, I really don't know what 
to do.  I feel lost and helpless, I am in 
distress right now. Please help.” 

— Tiffani

“We have a son at Washington Univer-
sity in his second year and discovered 
that he is failing. He’s realizing that 

college is considerably harder than high 
school, despite all the AP classes he 

took.  Now things are not going to end 
well. He and we are devastated and 

having a hard time understanding what 
is happening.  We really want him to be 
successful and we know this has to be 
really hard on him to keep failing.  I 

think we now need guidance from 
professionals, but where do we start? 

We'd love to hear your input and maybe 
have you work with him if possible. ” 

— Maria and Robert



The Need To Persist

Why Keep Going?
 Because 40 years of data shows the
 benefits of completing college, 
 which include:
  • Greater lifetime earnings
  • Less likely to be unemployed,
    and less time staying unemployed
  • Greater health status
  • The likelyhood of being married
     and staying married
  • Greater overall job and life
     satisfaction.
  • Increased social status

“Having a college degree makes one 
more likely to be married, and to 

stay married.”
-Pew Research Center, “Men, Women, And 

The Economics Of Marriage.”  2015

What Are The Problems?
Students can encounter a variety of 
problems, including poor college choice, 
lack of a major, inadequate skills, and 
much more.  Each student’s situation 
needs to be assessed against the known 
factors for college success to understand 
exactly what the problems are. 



Getting Restarted

• A Desire To Succeed
• Openness To Change
• Supportive Parents
• A Willingness To Work 
  Hard

Regaining College  
Pathways

The good news is that practically 
any student can make a second try 
at college.  Whether they want to 
succeed at their current school,  
find a new one, or return after a 
mandated absence, there are 
pathways that students can take.

Help Them Find Their 
Magic Again

Whether it’s academic probation, 
academic suspension, or even 
dismissal from their college due to 
unsatisfactory progress, students 
have found their pathway back in 
to the four-year system or find the 
path to graduation.

Keys To Getting 
Restarted

Students can reach graduation 
if they have:

They Can Succeed, 
We’ve Seen It



How We Can Help

We are a group headed by Jeffrey Ludovici, 
M.A., a National Higher Education Consultant 
and Student Retention Professional, who has 
provided services to students and families for 
more than 15 years.  

Jeffrey Ludovici, M.A., is a National Higher Education Consultant and the 
author of more than 60 articles, seven guides, and two books.  He holds  
undergraduate and graduate degrees in clinical psychology and has worked 
with students since 1997.  He is a member of the CSRDE, an institute that 
researches best practices for helping college students, as well as NACADA, 
the U.S. national association of college advisors.  You can contact Jeff at 
jludovici@collegestrategyblog.com, or call him at 724.944.9387.  Please 
also visit his College Strategy Blog online.  Jeffrey Ludovici, M.A., LLC.  
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  A Higher Education Consulting Practice.

Visit us on the web at 
collegestrategyblog.com or 

write for more details.

Specialized Solutions They Can Find Success

• Academic Coaching
• Pre-College Advising
• College Entry 
  Planning
• Freshman Transition   
  Support

• College Advising
• Career Mentoring
• Transferring Planning 
• Graduate School  
  Planning
• Pre-College Preparation

Also, specialized services for:

• Low GPA Transfers
• Retroactive Medical     
  Withdrawals
• Disability Supports

• Academic Probation   
  & Suspension
• Re-Entry After  
  Dismissal  

Our comprehensive program includes:

College Strategy BlogTM

Getting You To Graduation
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